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BERLIN & BEYOND
IN BRIEF

WESTEND

(GERMANY — B&W)

A Kai Kuennemann Filmproduktion pro-
duction. Produced by Kai Kuennemann.

Directed by Markus Mischkowski, Kai
Maria Steinkuehler. Screenplay, Misch-
kowski. Camera (B&W, Super 16mm-to-
35mm), Klaus Peter Schmidt; editor,
Christine Deriaz; music, Haifaboys; pro-
duction designers, Anja Kuehnle, Ildiko
Mohos. Reviewed at Berlin & Beyond
Festival, San Francisco, Jan. 15, 2003.
Running time: 89 MIN. .

With: Markus Mischkowski, Kai Maria
Steinkuehler, Jens Claussen, Katharina
Schaltz, Ralf Richter, Katy Karrenbauer.

A likably shaggy comedy very

much in the laconic Jim Jar-
musch mode (complete with
minimalist B&W lensing), “West-
end” reps a promising feature
debut for creative duo Markus
Mischkowski and Kai Maria
Steinkuehler. A bit slight to tempt
offshore theatrical distrib, it
could score some vid and TV sales
in hipster-courting markets.
Mates Mike (Mischkowski) and Al-
fred (Steinkuehler) are listlessly un-
employed and very much not in de-
mand. Dangerously close to being out
of beer money, they accept an iffy
offer from acquaintance Rasto (Jens
Claussen), a smooth-talking hustler
whose oft-spoken mantra “Money is
no object!” proves a very poor busi-
ness plan indeed. The clueless duo re-
habilitate a shack in the middle of
nowhere for use as a roadside snack
bar; and once Rasto has the idea of il-
legally diverting traffic to their door,
cash does begin to flow. But Rasto has
fecklessly gotten deep in debt with
some thugs, while Alfred beginstore-
sent being the only “delivery boy”
under newly promoted “staff manag-
er” Mike. Poker-faced perfs and dead-
pan humor can’t entirely sustain Mis-
chkowski’s slender screenplay, but
nice-looking pic is still a diverting
throwaway. — Denmwis Harvey




